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social institutions, and businesses. Hallmark, the largest greeting card company in the United States, claimed ithesea
GNBt SOIyilié o0lFyRsIIA2Y Hefweadding gardd FolldwifigitiheBeBatiz&tibn/oHgayintariadges in M
chusetts, and, more recently, lowa, this is a move in response to consumer demand, the company said.
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The Ha!lmark grgeting ca[d company is sQeking taﬂterallyrelevant,Aso, natu[ally, thgy are turnipg to the culture fqr
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riage greeting cards, so the company is obliging.

But the quest for relevance is not isolated to the realms of politics, social institutions, and business. In fact, noabere
the pursuit of relevance appear to be growing more than in the contemporary Christian church. And it crosses all der
tional lines. So this begs the question: How does the church determitrie iElevant? What makes the chunehievant?
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this concept sink in. Just becauke culturedeems the church to be irrelevant, does not make the church irrelevant! Th
fact is that the gospel is so contrary to culture that the culsheuldaccuse the church of being culturally irrelevant! Th
church cannot take her cues from the culture. The church takes her ¢ndsed, takes her marching ordersrom her
Head, the Lord Jesus.
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First, a relevant church is Chrisenteredd I NBf SOyl OKdIzZNDK KF&a / KNRadG 4 &
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me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itselgss it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide i
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who would never conceive of denying that he is to be the center of all they do and say, but in reality operate in practic
atheism.
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ing, singing, praying, counseling, and ministering of the gospel, it may be considered relevant by the culture, but it is |
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churches.! N6 ¢S W2F (KS 32aL)St QK I'NB 4SS F02dz2i GKS o0dzaAy
Odzf G dzNB K ¢2 0S adaNB:zZ a !'f az2KfSNI aleasz GKS Odz G dzNg
I NB dé 9PSNEIKAY3I (GKS OK dzNIdekshorlé ke dingtadtitedgispel, @afing Whe gogpdkiprea
ing the gospel, counseling the gospel, proclaiming the gospel, and living the gospel. Nothing else is the power of Go
salvation for all who believe in Christ (Rom 1:16).



| FBC News & Views May 2011 |

Third, as alluded to above, a relevant church should be coustdtural. But not for thesakeof being countetO dzf i dzNJ f @& LyadStRZ
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of being irrelevant, but the culture will be wrong!
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| would like to suggest that the most fundamental problem in the church is not that we are not relevant enough in reltt®mtold, but thatthe

church is not distinct enough from the wor@ur churches must reflect the character of God. In order to reflect the character of God, churches

going to have to beerydifferent from the world. God is not like the world. He could not be muoéethe world. God is hoty a word meaning
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God and his righteousness.

Fourth, a relevant church should be a doctrinally sound chur€he Apostle Paul told Timothy that he would be a good servant of Christ Jesus if he
put sound doctrine before the brothers (1 Tim 4:6). To Paul, faithfulness to Christ was the measure of true relevarade itHésnambition to

preach the gospel (Rom 15:20), to please Christ (2 Cor 5:9), and as he drew near the end of his life, he considereatdeisséetf ;mdeed, rele-
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of truth, preaching the Word in season and out of season, rebuking those who contradict it, and entrusting the good dégitisitit men who

would be able to teach others also; these were the priorities the Apostle Paul handed down to the next generation of the TtauScripture
consistently teaches that a relevant church must be doctrinally sound.
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This year we will be encouraging you to read
through the Bible using |

Readmgs ﬁrt/zeMonth

1. I Kings 1-2 Luke 22:5471 16. Il Kings 1517 John 6:121
2. 1Kings 35 Luke 23:126 17. Il Kings 1819 John 6:2244
3. 1Kings 67 Luke 23:2738 18. Il Kings 2022 John 6:4571
4. | Kings 8,9 Luke 23:3B 19. Il Kings 2325 John 7:131
5. 1 Kings 10,11 Luke 2435 20. | Chron. 22 John 7;3253
6. | Kings 12,13 Luke 24 33 21. | Chron. 35 John 8:120
7. 1Kings 14,15 John 12B 22. | Chron. 67 John 8:2136
8. 1 Kings 1618 John 1:2%1 23. | Chron. 810 John 8:3759
9. 1Kings 19,20 John 2 24. |1 Chron. 1413 John 9:123
10.1 Kings 21,22 John 221 25. 1 Chron. 1416 John 9:241
11.11 Kings 1-3 John 3: 236 26 | Chron. 1719 John 10:21
12.11 Kings 4,5 John 430 27. 1 Chron. 2@2 John 10:2242
13.11 Kings 6-8 John 4:3R4 28. |1 Chron. 235 John 11: 117
14.11 Kings 9-11 John 544 29. | Chron. 2627 John 11:1846

15.11 Kings 12-14 John 52567 30. 1 Chron.2829 John 12:119
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One Mot her 0s |

Her worst fears had come true. Her son had become involved in a strange mystical
religion. She had such high hopes for him. Since his infancy she prayed God would
touch his | ife. Her husband wasné6t a C
taunt her praying, but she kept on.

Her son grew up in a smal/l t own. The f |
wealthy. Determined their son would have a good education, they scrimped and saved
to send him to school. Somehow his br o
prayers.

——

He did extremely well in school. People began to notice his brilliant mind. A prominent citizen of the town set up a
scholarship for her sonbdés graduate studies. She was
He attended church some, but he refused baptism. And there were little irtigiyakng, things like that. She worried

and she prayed.

He excelled in graduate school and finished with high expectations. But his religion . . . his letters contained long expla
nations of finding true reality and speculation how reality divided into darkness and light. Jesus was not truly God incatr
nate, he said, but an example of pure light entrapped and suffering in matter. He had always been good with words, bt
these words wounded her.

She decided to visit him. She thought her heart could stand no more pain, but she was wrong. He was living with a girl
and they werendt married. They had a son. She was a

In desperation she explained the situation to her minister. He told her that the son of so many tears could never come
destruction. Somehow the message seemed from God.

The years passed. Her son was unhappy with his job; he was often ill. He left the girl but kept the son. Finally he becal
disillusioned with his mystical religion and began to question her about God. He started to go to church again. There h
found Christian friends and questioned them. He began to read the Bible.

Her prayers increased. Her husband died, but he had become a Christian in his final illness. She, too, grew weaker, ol
She feared she would die before the prayers for her son were answered.

Her grandson was a teenager now and she went to visit. A changed sondmaesbarhungry to know about God, ask-
ing questions, requesting prayer. A son who would one day rush to tell her he had given his life to God by trusting Jest
as his personal savior. At Easter her son and grandson were baptized.

Their times together now were so precious, talking about the Lord and praying together. Her prayers overflowed with
thanks but still she desired much more for her son. She knew her son as a Christian less than a year. In the August af
his Easter baptism she breathed her last and went home to the Savior, to whom she had spent so much of her life talk

She never saw with earthly eyes the great man of God her son became. She never heard his great sermons or read w

ings that determined much of Christian theol ogy. She
that one is justified by faith alone. She would neve
Savior:

AThou hast made us for thysel f, oh Lor d, and our hea

Every part of this story is trdethe mother who prayed was Monica, the mother of St. Augustine.
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ay Please refer to Schedule of Services for times of weekly activities.
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 9:30am Sun. School 2 3 4 5 6 7
10:45am Morning High School Youth Men &6 s Pr a|Junior High Youth Joy Of Living Bible | Good News Club
Worship Group 7:00pm 6:30am Group 7:00pm Study Gaededs D
5:30pmd7: 30pm 0
Faithful Par IMAGO 6:30pm

5:30-7:30pm Awana

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30am Sun. School Mends Pr a yJunior High Youth Good News Club
10:45am Morning Wor- High School Youth Meeting 6:30am Group 7:00pm Gaededs D[ Janssen Wedding
ship Group 7:00pm

5:30-7:30pm AWANA Elder Board

5307: 30 O0The |Faithful Meeting 7:00pm

Parenté TITUS 2 7:00pm

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:30 am Sun. School High School Youth Men6s Pr ayJunior High Youth Good News Club

10:45 am Morning Wor- Group 7:00pm 6:30am Group 7:00pm Gaededs D
ship

5:30-7:30pm AWANA IMAGO 6:30pm

Awards Sanctuary
5307: 30pm 0Th

ful Parenté
22 23 24 25 25 27 28
9:30am Sunday School High School Junior High Youth Good News Club
10:45am Morning Youth Group7:00pm [Men&s Pr a)Group 7:00pm Gaededs D
Worship ) Meeting 6:30am
5307: 30pm ATh
ful Parent 0 TITUS 2 7:00pm
5:30:7:30pm Awana Store
and Carnival
29 30 31
9:30 am Sunday School High School Youth
Group 7:00pm Mends Pr ay
10:45 am Morning Meeting 6:30am
Worship

0The Faithfu
Time To Be Announced

A note from ihe office and ihe finance commiiiee:

Sunday 7 SchedieofSenices | please remain faithful in your weekly or monthly giving! The Lord
Church Prayeréééééé é Cwill mn@royournfalthfulness to bring your tithes and offerings for His
Sunday School (all e ohgoint e>m|n|stt€y tRr8ugt our church! Thank you and God bless you!
Mor ni ng Worshlpééééé (SR 0
AWANAéEéé. ... ééééé6é6é5:430 p
Monday : . H-

High School Youth niedee. . 7: o FRANcial Giving Report

Tuesday
Men's Prayer roupéeéé e éé 6: 30 a.
| MAGO (1st & 3 d Tuel . ) éc 6:3Agb|i212011
Titus 2 Tues. (2nd &f4th .)ee7: 00 pm

Wednesday A Tithes and Offering YTD Giving

| Yout Ni ght ééééééeéeéélfl. 7: pm $19,274.03 MGZ
TVNEWSLETTER
/DEADL./NE Monthly Budget Annual Budget

Please have the information you would like $17,020.88 221,271.64

published in the monthly newsletter to the

church office in typed form no later than the
20th of the previous month (i.e. June
newsletter deadline is May 27th).

Thank you.

Thank you for your continued giving through the [year
The Lord is greatly blessing the ministries of the ghurc



Men's Bible Study - IMAGO |

Meeting the 1 *' and 3" Tuesday
of the month at
6:30 pm in the church office.

Womenos
Titus 2
Tuesdays

A time of Sharing Across the
Generations
All women are invited!
Bring a Friend or Two!

2"% and 4™ Tuesday of the month at
7 pm in the Library
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HAVING

BIRIHDAY'
1 Betty Kennerson 21 Caleb Beach
2 Pati Janssen 21 DOAngel o
3 Brett Bird 21 Dominigue Randolph
4 Noah Alterton 24 Monica Lozano
8 Robert Gaede 27 Norzetta Thiessen
19 Matthew Stokes 30 Faith Alterton

25 Vince & Amanda Brooke

Invite someone
new to church
this Sunday!
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