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ñFor to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government shall be on His shoulders.  

And He will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.ò    Isaiah 9:6 

Are you ready for Christmas?  We are bombarded with ads from every store in town promot-

ing various bargains that we canôt do without this holiday season.  Some of us risked visiting 

the mall or other stores on ñBlack Fridayò.  If we   survived that experience, we continue to be 

inundated daily with enticements to spend our hard-earned money to bring pleasure to our-

selves or our loved ones.  The commercialism seems to get more powerful every year. 

 

In the midst of shopping and sacrificing for family and friends it seems that we are losing the 

significance and real purpose of Christmas. 

 

For the Christian, this is the second-most important celebration of our heritage.   The first is 

Easter, when we celebrate our Lordôs resurrection and victory over death and sin.  But Christ-

mas serves to remind us of that decision by God to   enter into human history and live among 

His creation ad show the way for us to live. 

 

These two events challenge us to grasp the full concept of Godôs love, and      motivate us to 

accept His Lordship in our personal lives. 

 

I want to encourage you to take time this Christmas to reflect on Godôs act of incarnation.   

What difference will that make in the way you live? 

 

First Baptist offers a number of opportunities to celebrate the real meaning of Christmas.  I 

hope you will find the real Christ in this Christmas. 

 

Remember, He is the real reason for the season. 

 

Christmas Blessings, 

 

Pastor Dick 
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         The True Christmas Story 

Read: Luke 2:1-20 
 
The events leading up to the birth of Christ weren't coincidental, but were put 
in place by God, so that the prophecies of old would be fulfilled, in Isaiah 7: 13 -
14; Isaiah 9: 6 -7; Micah 5: 2 -5. 
 

Everything that happened, from the time the census was ordered, to everyone 
returning to their own city to be registered, and then the birth of Jesus while 
Joseph & Mary were in Bethlehem, was orchestrated by God. Out of Bethlehem, 
a small town in the City of David, came the Messiah.  
 

This event was the beginning of something so incredible. Jesus Christ left His 
throne in glory and took on human form just to bring us reconciliation to our   
Father God. He came into the world, miraculously conceived, and then born as all 
humans are. He was first a baby, then became a toddler, then grew into a child 
and went through adolescence before becoming an adult. He experienced        
humanity at all levels. He truly can identify with all people at all stages of life.  
 
This very first Christmas, God gave the greatest gift ever. His Son! And His Son 
gave the gift of His life - which was why He came. Because of this, we can have 
relationship with God as His children. Through Jesus Christ, we are Sons and 
Daughters of the Most High God.  

 
So this Christmas, bear in mind the 'True' Christmas story, which led to the 
'True' Easter story. Let us give thanks and praise to our heavenly Father for 
these events, which have changed our lives forever.  
 
No matter how 'secular' the world is becoming, disregarding the truth of    
Christmas, let us boldly proclaim the truth about the birth of Jesus as the    
reason for the season.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202:1-20;&version=50;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207:%2013-14;&version=50;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207:%2013-14;&version=50;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%209:%206-7;&version=50;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah%205:%202-5;&version=50;
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This year we will be encouraging you to read through the 

Bible using the Gideonôs reading  plan. 

Why the Nativity? by David Jeremiah has been recommended to you before.  When the 

movie The Nativity Story came out (2006 I think!), we ordered a number of these books by Dr. 

Jeremiah.  It answers 25 questions sharing compelling reasons why we celebrate the birth of 

Jesus.  I am recommending it to you again this year!  Maybe you already have a copy on your 

shelf, all you have to do is find it, dust it off, and enjoy it again! 

ñEvery year, millions of people around the world celebrate 

Christmas.  But what does it all mean? 

¶ Why did God choose a young virgin named Mary and a 

simple carpenter named Joseph to bring His only Son 

into the world? 

¶ Why was the Son of God born in a lowly manger in a 

small town called Bethlehem? 

¶ Who was this infant named Jesus that the prophecies 

foretold would save the world from sin and suffering? 

¶ And what does the nativity story mean for us today? 

Drawing from both the Old and New Testaments, noted pastor 

and theologian David Jeremiah provides answers to 25 of the most 

thought-provoking questions surrounding the most pivotal moment 

in human history ï the birth of Jesus Christ.ò (from the back cover) 

        Morning    Evening 

1. Ezekiel 45-46  II Peter 3 

2. Ezekiel 47-48  I John 1 

3. Daniel  1-2  I John 2 

4. Daniel 3-4  I John 3  

5. Daniel 5-6  I John 4  

6. Daniel 7-8  I John 5  

7. Daniel 9-10  II John  

8. Daniel 11-12  III John  

9. Hosea 1-4   Jude 

10. Hosea 5-8   Revelations  1 

11. Hosea 9-11  Revelations  2 

12. Hosea 12-14  Revelations  3 

13. Joel    Revelations  4 

14. Amos 1-3   Revelations  5 

15. Amos 4-6   Revelations  6 

         Morning   Evening 

16.  Amos 7-9  Revelations  7 

17.  Obadiah    Revelations  8 

18.  Jonah    Revelations  9 

19.  Micah 1-3  Revelations  10 

20.   Micah 4-5  Revelations  11 

21.  Micah  6-7  Revelations  12 

22.  Nahum     Revelations  13 

23.  Habakkuk    Revelations  14 

24.  Zephaniah   Revelations  15 

25.  Haggai    Revelations  16 

26.  Zechariah 1-3  Revelations  17 

27.  Zechariah 4-6  Revelations  18 

28.  Zechariah 7-9  Revelations  19 

29.  Zechariah 10-12 Revelations  20 

30.   Zechariah 13-14 Revelations  21 

31.  Malachi 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/0786174366/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books
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Events at FBC  

 

Candlelight Christmas Evening Service  

Sunday, December 18th, at 6:30 P.M.  

Experience the joy of Christõs birth in a  

beautiful candlelight setting as we  

sing our favorite songs of the season  

and hear an inspirational,  

devotional message.  

A great Christmas tradition for your family!  

Church Family Christmas Dinner 
Sunday, December 18, 2011 @ 5pm 

Everyone is invited to join us  

for our annual Christmas Dinner. 

We will provide the ham and drinks.  

Please bring a side dish, salad or dessert. 

Annual Business Meeting 

Sunday, December 18, 2011 

Meeting will be held immediately after the Sunday morning service.  

All members are encouraged to attend 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 

Good News Club @ 

Gaedeõs Daycare                   

3:30pm 

3 
Get A Handle and 

Handel on      

Christmas 

FBC Sanctuary 

6:30 pm 

4    9:30 am 

Sunday School 

10:45 am 

Morning Worship 

5:30pm AWANA          

5:30 òThe Fulfilled 

Family  

5 

High School      

Youth Group  

7:00pm 

6                           
6:00 am 

Menõs Prayer 

 

IMAGO  7:00pm 

FBC Board Room 

7 

 

8 

 

9   

 Good News Club@ 

Gaedeõs Daycare 

3:30pm     

Womenõs  Ministry 

Annual 

Christmas Party 

6:00 pm             

Social Hall 

10 
Gaedeõs PreSchool 

Christmas       

Program      

6:00pm until 

8:00pm 

FBC Sanctuary  

11      9:30 am 

Sunday School 

10:45 am 

Morning Worship 

5:30pm AWANA 

5:30pm òThe Fulfilled 

Familyó 

12 

Christmas Caroling 

6:30pm til 8:30pm 

Refreshments    

Provided 

13    6:00 am 

Menõs Prayer 

IMAGO 7:00pm 

FBC Board Room 

Elder Board      

Meeting 7:00pm 

              

14 

 

15 16 

Good News Club 
@ Gaedeõs       

Daycare 3:30pm 

17 
Lindsey Danesi 

Piano Recital 

9:00am until 

12:00 pm          

FBC Sanctuary  

18    9:30 am 

Sunday School 

10:45 am 

Morning Worship 

FBC Business Meeting 

5pm Christmas dinner 

6:30pm Candlelight 

Service 

19 
High School Youth 

Group 

7:00pm 

20 

6:00 am 
Menõs Prayer 

 

21 
 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 

 
Good News Club 

@ Gaedeõs       
Daycare 3:30pm 

24 

 
 

 

25  
    Merry Christmas 

9:30 am                         

Sunday School                  

10:45am 

Morning Worship 

26 

 
Office Closed 

 

27 

6:00 am 
Menõs Prayer 

 

28 29 

 
 

30 

Good News Club 
@ Gaedeõs       

Daycare 3:30pm 

31 

Please refer to Schedule of Services for times of weekly activities. 

November 2011 
 

 Tithes and Offering 
$13,856.00 

 
Monthly Budget    

$17,020.00 
 
 

2011 Giving 
  

 Tithes and Offering 
$177,452.24 

 
YTD Budget 
$204,240.00 

 

Financial Giving Report 

Thank you for your continued giving through the year.   
The Lord is greatly blessing the ministries of the church. 
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A note from the office and the finance committee: 

Please remain faithful in your weekly or monthly giving! The Lord 

will honor your faithfulness to bring your tithes and offerings for His 

ongoing ministry through our church! Thank you and God bless you! 

 2011 

 

Please have the information you would like  

published in the monthly newsletter to the 

church office in typed form no later than the 

20th of the previous month (i.e. January   

newsletter deadline is December 20th).Thank 

you.  

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
  Sunday School (all ages)éééé...9:30 am 
  Morning Worshipééééééé.10:45am 
  AWANAééé....ééééééé5:30pm  

  The Fulfilled Familyéééééé..5:30pm  

Monday 
  Youth Groupééééééééé..7:00pm  

Tuesday 
  Men's Prayer Groupééé.ééé...6:30am 
  IMAGO (1st & 2nd Tues)..é...éé.7:00pm 



Invite someone 

new to church 

this Sunday! 

Please Help 

Us to Make 

Sure Our List 

is Accurate 

and Up to 

Date. 

Did we miss  

your birthday 
or  

Anniversary?  

Let  
us know in the  

church office. 
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01 Coantha Childers 
08 Marjea Terry 

11 Richard Pata 

12 Vicki Holder 
14 Katie Euhus 

30 Dorothy Preece 

28 Ron & Barbara Aspey 
30 Bob & Bonnie Gaede 

04 Larry & Karen Gibbs 
26 Jim & Kari Slinker 

27 Kevin & Roberta Bird 

ñGetting a  

Handle and Handel  

on Christmasò 
A Christmas Carol Listen and Sing 

 

Fun for the entire family! 

 

Featuring 

Marion Walker, Pianist 

Liz Walker, Puppeteer 

Dick Walker, Master of Ceremonies 

           

                       & Roger 

 

                                  

      Saturday, December 3, 2011 

   6:30 p.m. 

 

First Baptist Church   724 Orange Ave. El Centro, CA 


